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Format of the Research Proposal
1. Review of the pertinent scientific background leading to the proposed study 
· What is known 
· What is not known or well-known 
· To which research question(s) does the currently available scientific literature lead to 
· Introduce this question at the end of the review 

2. Study hypothesis 
· Working hypothesis (not the statement of Ho but of the alternative hypothesis) 
· Example: Professional exposure of father and mother to solvents during critical periods of their reproductive life is a risk factor for the development of acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) in their offspring (critical periods are specified for both parents) 
3. Objectives 
· What is this research going to accomplish? 
· Specify the measurable terms 
· Example:Analyze the relationship between 20 different solvents and the incidence of ALL in children 10 years old and less 
· It is possible to list objectives as general and specific 
· Example:General (as above) 
· Specific: Verify that confounding by a history of cancer in the family is not present 
· Possible to list secondary objectives: The architecture of the objectives will, in general, not allow strong conclusions on these objectives, but it may be useful to consider them 
· Example:Analyze the relationship between exposure to pesticides at work and at home and the incidence of ALL 
4. Methodology 
· a) Overview of the study design 

· b) Design 
· Describe the study type briefly if conventional design, or more extensively if unusual design 

· Justify choice of study design 
· c) Sample and power of the study 
· Minimum detectable risk 
· Power curve 
· d) Study description 
· Define cases and controls or exposed and "non-exposed" 
· Justify choice of study subjects 
· Source of study subjects 
· e) Measurements (which parameters will be measured) 
· i. Variables: independent, dependant, confounders, modifiers. Define and justify choice 
· ii. Instrumentation (how will each parameter be measured: nature and justification of choice) 
· Questionnaires 
· Biological measures 
· Environmental measures 
· Use of available sources of information 
· iii. Validity and reliability of main measurements 
· Show data or argue for face validity 
· f) Analysis of data 
· Show your plan of analysis in relation to study hypothesis and objectives 
· g) Data collection procedures in the field 
· i. Nature and organization 
· Where are the data 
· Who will collect the data 
· When will the data be collected 
· How will the data be collected 
· ii. Quality control measures 
· Initial training of personnel 
· Subsequent quality control procedures 
· h) Proofs of accessibility to a given milieu (industry, hospital, registry, etc.) 

5. Study limitations (these may have been pointed out all along, in this case a brief summary will suffice) 
· Show where the study is vulnerable 
· Convince yourself and those who will evaluate the project that at this time, given all the circumstances surrounding the project, those limitations are acceptable. 
6. Rationale for the study 
· Why is this research question important 
· Why will the way you propose to carry it out work (i.e., make you able to answer the research question) 
7. Significance of this study 
· How will the results contribute to science and to the public's health 
8. Ethical considerations 
· Can this research question be asked now 
· Can this study design, including all measurements, be carried out now 
· Confidentiality 
9. Timetable 
APPENDICES 
· Include only relevant material: questionnaires, letters of approval, etc. 
· THE CORPUS OF THE PROJECT SHOULD NOT BE IN THE APPENDIX 
