Preliminary Comments on the draft National Environmental Management: Air Quality Bill (DEAT, dd 1 April 2003)

1. The Bill was circulated for comment on the 1st April, without prior public participation on the text. The covering memo does not make reference to the public participation process that informed the Green Paper on … It makes reference to the White Paper … but similarly without summarising the key issues raised in the WP. Reading the covering memo, one would be forgiven for thinking that the primary AQM problems are administrative and relate to the roles of the various levels of government in managing air quality. Whilst the one problem is related to the other …

2. My summary of some of the key AQ problems:

a. Regions such as the SDIB and the ‘Vaal Triangle’ suffer from poor air quality.

b. Large individual sources such as crude oil refineries, glass and cement factories, coal and oil fired boilers, etc., have an impact on communities in the vicinity.

c. Cumulative vehicle emissions in large cities …

d. The use of ‘dirty’ fuels (mainly coal and Heavy Fuel Oil) for both industrial and domestic purposes.

e. Large coal fired elec generation…

f. Lack of up to date and credible publicly available data and information on the main factors that contribute to poor air quality. Including stack emission data, fuel quality and consumption, etc.

g. Absence of an inspectorate and enforcement infrastructure.

h. Lack of national ambient air monitoring system.

3.  

