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TASKS FOR WORKPLACE VISIT – PRACTICUM 2

The main objectives of the visit are to:

1. Perform a walkthrough risk assessment of a workplace with the aim of evaluating priority  chemical/biological hazards.

2. Design a risk management surveillance programme to address these hazards.

You will need to do a group presentation (in power point) on the last day of the block. The presentation should focus on the following for each of the two substances: 

· Name of the hazardous chemical substance and its properties 

· Aspects of the work process (e.g. specific jobs, activities) in which excessive exposure is present (sources of exposure)

· In what physical form is the substance present in the work process

· Potential route/s of exposure to the worker/s

· Dose/level and period (intermittent/continuous) of exposure

· Potential health effects (eg. acute/chronic; toxic/allergenic/carcinogenic), including early symptoms and/or clinical signs
· Nature of the work process and effectiveness of controls that currently exist in the workplace to minimise exposure

· What industrial hygiene surveillance programme you would propose with reference to the following questions:
- what immediate steps would you put in place to control the exposures?
- what industrial hygiene monitoring would you do as a follow up?
- is there an occupational airborne exposure limit (legal limit and/or best practice) for this agent? 
- how frequently would you do the monitoring?
- what action/s would you follow should the exposures exceed the occupational exposure limit?
- what data would you collect and collate on an ongoing basis as part of a surveillance programme and what indicators would you use as reporting measures?

· What biological monitoring programme, if appropriate, you would propose with specific reference to the following questions:
- what is the biological half-life (if available) of the chemical once it enters the body?
- what sample medium you would use (e.g. blood, urine)?
- when would you collect the sample (in relation to the work shift)?
- how frequently you would conduct the monitoring? 
- what would you regard as an abnormal result (biological exposure index limit)?
- what action/s would you follow once you have obtained an abnormal result?
- what data would you collect and collate on an ongoing basis as part of a surveillance programme and what indicators would you use as reporting measures?

· What medical surveillance programme you would propose with reference to the following questions:
- what are the target organ health effects (e.g. skin, lungs, kidney, nervous system etc) ?
- what tests are available for conducting medical surveillance?
- how frequently would you conduct the tests?
- what would you regard as an abnormal result on medical surveillance?
- what action/s would you follow once you have obtained an abnormal result?
- what data would you collect and collate on an ongoing basis as part of a surveillance programme and what indicators would you use as reporting measures?

Note: For your recommendations to have greater relevance, you need to be taking into account factors such as practicability, affordability etc. 
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