
Invitation to a Seminar: Health Care without Harm - making Health Care part of 
sustainable development. 

We live on a planet facing rapidly transforming environmental challenges.  Climate change is 
poised to become what the prestigious British medical publication The Lancet has called 
“the biggest global health threat of the 21st century. Yet the health sector is itself a major 
contributor to climate change. Through the products and technologies it deploys, the energy 
and resources it consumes, the waste it generates and the buildings it constructs and 
operates, the health sector is a significant source of carbon emissions around the world, and 
therefore an unintentional contributor to climate change trends that undermine public 
health. 

How can we transform the health sector worldwide, without compromising patient safety 
or care, so that it becomes ecologically sustainable and a leading advocate for 
environmental health and justice? 

Peter Orris will share the work of Health Care Without Harm, an international coalition of 
hospitals and health care systems, medical professionals, community groups, health-
affected constituencies, labor unions, environmental and environmental health 
organizations and religious groups which is committed to promoting environmental justice 
and putting into practice the ethical injunction – ‘first do no harm’ – by acting together for 
Environmental Health.  

Date: Monday, October 5th 2015 

Time: 4.30pm 

Venue: Dumo Baqwa Seminar Room, Barnard Fuller Building, University of Cape Town Health 

Sciences Faculty, Anzio Rd, Observatory. 

To RSVP or request directions, please contact Ms Faranaaz Bennet at 021 406 6818 or email 

Faranaaz.bennett@uct.ac.za  
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Dr. Orris serves as Professor and Associate Director of the Great Lakes Center for Occupational and 

Environmental Safety and Health of the University Of Illinois School Of Public Health (a World Health 

Organization Collaborating Center) and is the Director of its Occupational Health Service Institute and 

Global Toxics Policy Program.  He maintains an active clinical and teaching practice in Occupational 

Medicine and is the chief of the clinical department at the University of Illinois Medical Center.  He is a 

Senior Attending physician in the Division of Occupational Medicine at the Stroger Hospital of Cook 

County (formerly Cook County Hospital) where he has been for close to 35 years. 

Dr. Orris is an advisor to the International Association of Fire Fighters; the International Brotherhood of 

Teamsters; UNITE-HERE, the American Federation of State County and Municipal Employees, several 

corporations in the Chicago area, as well as to Greenpeace U.S.A.’s Toxics Campaign. On an international 

level he has been an advisor to the World Health Organization, Pan American Health Organization, and 

Health Care Without Harm.  Currently, Dr. Orris is the Director of the Human Health Effects of Chemicals 

Project of the World Federation of Public Health Associations, and is active with the Working Group on 

Heath Safety and the Environment of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU). 

He has a long history of advocacy for elimination of profits and racism in health care and opposing 

corporate policies that poison the environment of the developing world. He serves on the Board of 

Physicians for Responsible Negotiations- SEIU, is a member of Physicians for Social Responsibility, a 

founder and member of Physicians for National Health Program, and an active member of the American 

Public Health Association.  He is the chair of the Public Health Committee of the Chicago Medical Society 

and a delegate to the Illinois State Medical Society. 

Dr. Orris is a fellow of the American College of Physicians and the American College of Occupational and 

Environmental Medicine, and holds additional faculty appointments as a Professor of Internal and 

Preventive Medicine at Rush University Medical College, and Preventive Medicine at Northwestern 

University Feinberg School of Medicine Medical School.  He has edited and authored numerous articles, 

book chapters and governmental reports in the field of Occupational and Environmental Medicine. 

Dr. Orris graduated Harvard College in 1967, Yale School of Public Health in 1970, and the Chicago 

Medical School of the Rosalind Franklin University in 1975.  He lives in Chicago with his wife, a recently 

retired pediatrician, and has two children. 

 


